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clays to consider of it, hoping lie would withdraw in that
time.
March 24. I saw my lord at midnight as he came out of his closet, from advising what to do with his friends. He gave me a great many thanks and good words, told me he hail recommended me to the King as a fit person to go envoy to Prance, and told me where I was to apply myself in his absence, if I wanted anything with the King.
March 25. The Commons fell into a great heat, denied to comply with the Lords, in their bill of banishment, as too moderate a punishment, but scut to demand justice of their lordships against the Treasurer, declaring that he ought not only to be punished in his own person, but in his posterity, to be an example to others to behave themselves better in that place. Before this message came to the Lords they had changed their minds, and sent the Black lloil for my Lord Treasurer, but he had absented himself, _and it was then doubted the King bc'gan to cool towards him.
It is very unhappy for a servant; to servo an inconstant or unsteady prince, which was a littlo tho fault of our master. It is certain, if the Treasurer would but have used the best means lie could for himself, he might have come off better; but he resolved ruth or to suffer than to say what might have reflected on the King or others near him, as ho since said himself. This great change, I confess, made me seriously reflect upon the uncertainty of greatness. It was not many months a,go that few considerable things passed or were granted at. Court, but with the knowledge or consent of this great man. The King's brother, and favourite mistress, were glad to be fair with him, and the general address of all men of business was to him, that was not only Treasurer, but Chief Minister ; that did not only keep the, purse, but was the first and greatest confidant iu biuuncm Now,